Nothingtops democraticaccountability,

says Paul Price, Association of Retained Council Housing executive board member and Tendring Council director of housing

‘ ouncil housing is ready
for a comeback. The fact
is that, despite 30 years
with political and finan-
cial odds stacked decid-

edly against stock retention, more than

1 million residents in England alone

have chosen their local authority as

their landlord.

‘Membership of the Association of
Retained Council Housing has grown
rapidly since the body launched with a
handful of members in 2006. It now
numbers more than 50 councils of all
political hues. The benefits of directly
owning and managing properties are
increasingly evident. Councils are cur-
rently building new homes for the first
time in decades and, with a fairer
finance system in place, council hous-
ing can be a popular, cost-effective and
sustainable mainstream  housing
option again in future.

‘The fourth annual ARCH Tenants’
and Residents’ conference, hosted last
month by Birmingham Council, show-
ed the strength of feeling among peo-
ple who live in local authority homes.

‘Council housing has a vital place at
the heart of communities. The ARCH
and Association for Public Service
Excellence research report Under one
roof: the holistic benefits of retained
council housing, shows how stock
retainers are delivering social, environ-
mental and economic value in addition
to their housing role.

‘Keeping housing in-house dovetails
perfectly with regeneration, planning,
community cohesion, economic devel-
opment, tackling homelessness, envi-
ronmental considerations, improving
health and well-being, addressing anti-
social behaviour and a whole host of
other priorities.
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“This was evidenced in case studies
in the report, which looked at a range
of authorities including Canterbury,
Warwick, Wandsworth and West Lan-
cashire. These demonstrate how staff
working within a single organisation
can liaise more closely to deliver truly
‘joined up’ services. Interviews with
tenants also revealed how involvement
in decisions about their homes has
been a catalyst for engagement in
improving other local services.

‘No one doubts the achievements of
housing associations and ALMOs. But
where tenants have decided that they
want a democratically accountable
local authority landlord, they should
not be penalised for that choice.

‘Last year’s Joseph Rowntree Foun-
dation publication showing positive
results of transfer to housing associa-
tions said that since 1988 the associa-
tions’ collective repairs programme
has been facilitated by funding totalling
some £24 billion. A House of Commons
public accounts committee report this
spring highlighted that stock retainers
had to meet the decent homes pro-
gramme out of their own pockets,
while councils taking the stock transfer
or ALMO routes received extra funds. It
went on to say that while ALMOs had
spent more per property on improve-

“Council housing
can be a popular,
cost effective
and sustainable
mainstream
housing option
again in future.”

|

1]

411
[ HiHA
(O]

ments than those that retained stock,
they had not demonstrated any better
value for money.

‘We are anxiously awaiting news of
the housing finance review under the
new coalition government.

‘Giving councils control over
resources would take away the need
for stock transfer. It would enable local
authorities to respond to local housing
need in a way that also helps deliver
wider local social, environmental and
economic objectives.

‘ARCH will continue to make its case
on behalf of those one million tenants -
and we hope the new housing minister
has the sense to listen.’

Tojointhe debate, visit
www.insidehousing.co.uk
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